January 9, 1959 




Dear Mr. President: 

Selwyn Lloyd is out of commission with a 
tonsil operation and Harold MacmiUan has taken charge 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. As such he has been 
sanding me one or two messages, of which the last re- 
ceived yesterday will, I think, be of interest to you. I 
enclose a copy. Obviously, Harold has the same pre- 
occupations which you and I discussed yesterday. 

Faithfully yours, 



John Foster Dulles 
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Dear Foster, 

I saw Selwyn last night and found him better but he Is still not back 
at work. In his absence, I have been reading the accounts of the discussions 
which our officials have been having both with and without the French. I am 
bound to say I think we have got a little bogged down by the old question of 
which comes first - the egg or the chicken, the ™aiHnj of a plan or the 
decision to carry it out. In my view we ought to study the implications of all 
kinds of military plans without necessarily deciding upon them. In this 
country a decision cannot be taken without a full Cabinet. However, I think 
the firm line that the great Powers and NATO took has clearly had some effect 
upon the Russian s and I am all for a strong posture in public. 

All the same I do not think that it has been the Russian intention 
to impose a blockade at the end of the 3ix months, Their intention has been 
to make us choose between imposing a blockade on ourselves or dealing 
with the Sast Germans, whether as their successors or their agents. But 
they now seem to be a little alarmed that their Note should appear to the 
Western world as having directly threatened a blockade. I was most 
grateful to you for sending me such a long account of what Mikoyan said to 
you. 

A strong posture in public and the study of plans to support it is a 
good thing, but you and I should be seriously considering how we can get, 
as I believe we may, two advantages: 
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Being able to force the Russians by negotiation, 
or at any conference, to accept responsibility 
to see that the West's military and civil supplies 
do in fact get through. In other words, li they 
hand over to fcha D. D. R. , as successors or agents, 
they must still see to It that the D.D.R, behaves 
properly. In the Note I think they threatened that 
they would support the D. D. R, if we attacked them. 
But if they stand behind the D.D. R, in this way, the 
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it that the D.D. R. carry out their obligations 
Including those which the Russians purport to 
hand over to them. 



I should be very grateful for your views. 



As ever, 
Harold 



This letter was sent under cover 

of a letter from ChargS d* Affairs Hood 

dated January 8, 1959, 
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